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The truce in the U.S. war against Iran has stopped 
the imperialists’ bombs, for now. But those who cor-
rectly stood for Iran’s defense during the war must 
have a sober view of the situation if they are to con-
tinue the struggle and chart a course that can defeat 
the U.S. and its Israeli accomplices. 

Trump abjectly failed to achieve Iran’s “uncondi-
tional surrender,” as he demanded. And the fact that 
Iran withstood the blows of the biggest imperialist 
power is something in itself. On that basis and despite 
opposition from hardline elements, the Islamic Repub-
lic has proclaimed victory, echoed by much of the left 
internationally. But the hard truth is that the balance 
of forces in the region has not changed fundamentally. 

The deal is essentially that the U.S. will pay Iran 
to reopen the Strait of Hormuz, with negotiations to 

follow. None of the strategic issues that drove this 
war have been resolved, and nothing fundamental has 
been won by Iran. Financial relief will be tied to Iran’s 
“performance” in adhering to the deal, with Trump 
threatening to resume bombing if necessary. As for 
the $300 billion “development” funds and the lifting 
of all sanctions, these are promises geared to extract 
more concessions from Iran, which has already agreed 
to dilute its stockpile of highly enriched uranium. Mil-
itarily, the U.S. suffered setbacks, but not of major pro-
portions. In short, the main result is that the Islamic 
Republic can live to fight another day.

And surely it will have to fight. The U.S.-Israeli 
Axis of Evil remains as determined as ever to remove 
the Islamic Republic as a counterweight to their power 
in the Middle East. The last 100 days must be seen as 
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Mass uprisings are shaking Iran. A dire eco-

nomic situation and seething anger against the 

Islamic regime have brought the masses onto 

the streets. Protesters have been met with brutal 

repression. At home and abroad, many predict 

that the days of Ayatollah Khamenei are num-

bered. In Washington and Tel Aviv, the imperial-

ist war- mongers are salivating at the prospect of 

“regime change” and have threatened direct mili-

tary intervention. Meanwhile, Reza Pahlavi, son of 

the despised Shah overthrown in 1979, is actively 

making his bid to swoop in with the blessing of 

the U.S. and Israel. 

The Iranian masses have every reason to rise in 

rage. The despotic Islamic regime must be brought 

down. But the anger of the people—as legitimate 

as it is—must not blind us to the fact that who 

overthrows the regime and what replaces it are of 

crucial importance. The truth is that if the regime 

is not replaced by working- class power, it will be 

replaced by a pro- U.S. puppet who will sell off the 

country and crush its people. 

This is why the communist left must constitute 

a separate pole within the struggle, a third pole, 

opposed to foreign imperialism, Israel, and all its 

agents, and committed to bringing down the Islamic 

Republic on an anti- imperialist and working - class 

program. Short of such an alternative, the only 

coherent answer to the regime is that of the pro- 

imperialist opposition, including the Pahlavi mon-

archy, whose return would mean literally rolling 

back the wheel of history. 

We Must Fight the U.S.

Faced with over 70% in food inflation, empty 

shelves, and a bankrupt ruling clique, many have 

come to think that accommodation with Western 

imperialism is not only a lesser evil, but the way 

to bring immediate relief to the sanction- stricken 

economy. This is a dangerous illusion. Conceding 

to the oppressor always leads to more misery.

The U.S. and Israel care only about maintain-

ing their stranglehold on the region and have no 

regard for the fate of the population. Just look at 

Syria, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Palestine. 

Everywhere the U.S. and Israel have intervened 

to bring “freedom”, they have laid waste to entire 

societies and destroyed their social fabric. Iran 

will be no exception.

There is no hiding that the Islamic regime uses 

these exact arguments to shut down any dissent 

and opposition. It presents itself as the only barrier 

against the country’s plunder and brands all oppo-

nents as Zionist agents. As a result, many today 

turn their back on the program of anti- imperialism, 

thinking it puts them in the same camp as the 

regime. This is the wrong conclusion to draw. The 

Ayatollah is right that the U.S. and Israel want to 

turn Iran into a new Iraq. However, this does not 

mean that the masses must support the Ayatollah.

THE REVOLUTION MUST BE 
THE REVOLUTION MUST BE 

ANTI-IMPERIALIST
ANTI-IMPERIALIST
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The U.S. and Israel have created a trail of utter devastation. Netanyahu has mercilessly 

butchered the Palestinian people; Trump has attacked and threatened one country after 

another. Now they are jointly attacking Iran. This madness must be stopped! Iran must be 

defended!
If the U.S. and Israel succeed in overthrowing the Iranian regime, it will not bring liber-

ation to the Iranian people. They will become 

slaves of Zionism and imperialism, and the U.S. 

and Israel will have a free hand to terrorize the 

region. 
The bombs being dropped all over Iran do not 

distinguish between the regime and the peo-

ple. Right now, to stand with the people of Iran 

means defending the country against foreign 

aggression. The Iranian people will settle their 

accounts with the bloody mullahs on their own 

terms.
If the U.S. and Israel suffer major military 

blows, or if the international working class 

comes out in force against this aggression, it 

would put a wrench in the current offensive 

and finally stop Trump’s rampage. The work-

ing class, particularly in the U.S., has an interest 

in this as Republicans and Democrats drag the 

country and the entire world down into a spi-

ral of death and misery. For its own interests it 

must act and stop the U.S. war machine! n
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Since October 7, 2023, Israel has been on an offen-

sive to crush the Palestinians and cripple any resistance 

to Zionist genocide in the region. In attacking Iran, Net-

anyahu moved against Israel’s most significant counter-

weight and a longtime thorn in US imperialism’s side. The 

US bombing brought its military power to bear behind 

the assault by its Israeli attack dog. The US attack was 

intended not only to strengthen its control over the Middle 

East but also, at a time when the American empire is in 

decay, to send a message to the world that any resistance 

will be met with overwhelming force. 

On the part of Israel and the US, this was a reaction-

ary war of aggression. It was an extension of Netanyahu’s 

murderous onslaught against Gaza, aimed at giving the 

Zionist butchers a free hand in the region and disarming 

and prostrating Iran before the imperialists. Iran, on the 

other hand, was not fighting to oppress anyone. It waged 

a just and necessary war to defend the country against 

attack by the oppressor powers that dominate the region. 

A victory for Iran would have impeded Israel’s slaugh-

ter of the Palestinians and weakened the US’s and Israeli 

stranglehold on the Middle East. It would have provided 

a powerful impetus to struggle for the oppressed around 

the world, not least for workers in the US. 

Now an unstable ceasefire is in force, with all sides claim-

ing victory and none of the underlying conflicts resolved. 

Israel appears to have inflicted greater damage on Iran, but 

it did not succeed in knocking Iran out as a regional power. 

The US made a show of force, seeking to compel Iran to 

accept a humiliating peace deal that would disarm the coun-

try and discredit the regime. But Iran has not capitulated. It 

inflicted damage on Israel, but it did not change the balance 

of forces in the region. The situation is at a stalemate.

One thing that is clear is that the workers movement 

was not a factor in this conflict anywhere in the world. It’s 

telling that the opposition in the MAGA movement had 

more weight. In Israel and the US, union leaders either 

supported their own rulers’ war or said nothing. What 

little opposition there was around the world was domi-

nated by pacifism. It is a real sign of weakness that the US 

imperialists could go to war and the workers movement 

was nowhere to be seen.

What should Marxists have done to advance the strug-

gle for revolution in these circumstances? It was neces-

sary to fight for the working class to become a factor. In 

the first instance, this meant taking a correct position on 

the war. Revolutionary Marxism has always taken a side 

with oppressed nations against predatory great powers. 

In the current war, standing for the victory of Iran and 

the defeat of the US and Israel was the basic and neces-

sary starting point. This includes defending Iran’s right 

to nuclear weapons, a basic measure of self-defence for 

oppressed countries. But it was also necessary to fight 

for the independent mobilisation of the working class, 

against reliance on BRICS, the Iranian regime or any 

other capitalist force to fight against imperialism.

The Marxist left overwhelmingly failed this test. Some 

tendencies, like International Socialist Alternative (ISA), 

directly capitulated to imperialism by drawing an equal 

sign between the US and its victim. Others, like the 

International Communist Tendency, arrived at the same 

position with ultraleft arguments against siding with any 

bourgeois state, denying the fundamental distinction 

between oppressed and oppressor nations. Most Marxist 

groups were not openly social-chauvinist: they opposed 

the war and denounced Israel and the US but still refused 

to defend Iran. Some organisations took the side of Iran 

while also supporting its reactionary regime. 

Around the world, only a few tendencies took a cor-

rect position for class-struggle defence of Iran. But most 

of these did so only on paper. For the working class to 

emerge as a factor in this situation, it was not enough 

simply to come to a formally orthodox position. It was 

necessary to fight to make the labour movement act on 

this position. 

The tasks of Marxists in Iran

The main argument internationally against defending 

Iran in the war is that the regime brutally oppresses the 

population of the country. Obviously this is true. First 

and foremost, this is a problem for the Iranian left, which 

makes one of two mistakes on this count. One is to reject 

the defence of Iran in this war because the regime is 

reactionary and oppressive and would be strengthened 

Iran under attack

Marxists who failed the test
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only one chapter in the decades-long U.S. campaign 
to destroy that obstacle. The U.S. and Israel will now 
use the time to rearm, while Iran shoulders the task 
of rebuilding infrastructure and reviving a shattered 
economy. As for Lebanon, only a fool would think that 
Netanyahu will stop the bombing because he got a lec-
ture from Trump. The U.S. and Israel will do every-
thing they can to finally crush Hezbollah, using the 
“peace deal” to continue their slow grind. Meanwhile, 
the Zionists have thrown a blanket of terror over the 
West Bank after turning Gaza into rubble. 

If the U.S. holds to its pledge to relieve sanctions 
and release Iran’s frozen overseas funds, we can only 
welcome this. But such concessions do not address the 
strategic obstacles to Iran’s security. Key to these are its 
nuclear enrichment program, ballistic missile defenses 
and support to the Axis of Resistance. These will all be 
at the center of the upcoming talks. Meeting in France 
yesterday, the leaders of the G7 imperialist countries, 
who squealed like stuck pigs when Trump closed the 
Strait of Hormuz, declared that the truce deal is a “his-
toric opportunity to prevent Iran from acquiring any 
nuclear weapon.” What is at stake here, as it has been 
for decades, is Iran’s right and duty to develop whatever 
means are necessary for its own defense.

When it comes to resisting imperialist aggression, 
the Iran war showed for the umpteenth time that the 
heroes of “multipolarity” are utterly useless. Focused 
on its war in Ukraine, Russia basically sat things out, 
content with the opening it got to market its oil. As 
for China, the Communist Party (CPC) leadership 
played its usual role of peacemaker, refusing to mount 
any challenge to the U.S. brigands even while they 
attacked one of their key trading partners. Through-

out the war, it continually pressured Iran to settle. On 
top of that, it used China’s enormous oil reserves to 
cut back imports from Iran, thereby easing global oil 
prices and relieving the intense pressure Trump was 
under at home to reopen the Strait. The longer the 
CPC fails to resist U.S. aggression, the more time and 
space it gives the imperialists to encircle China, which 
is precisely one of their goals in targeting Iran. 

It is necessary now for the left and workers movement 
to take stock of the situation and draw some lessons. 
Iran’s military held up well against U.S. attacks, and 
while Israel has bloodied Hezbollah, it has not broken 
them. Opponents of imperialism can take heart from 
this. But that should not blind them to the fact that the 
strategy Iran and its allies have pursued is incapable 
of actually defeating U.S. imperialism. Faced with the 
endless cycle of sanctions and war, the Islamic gov-
ernment seeks only to put up enough resistance to win 
some breathing space, relying on global “public opin-
ion” to contain the imperialists and Zionists.

What is needed instead is to unite Iran’s toilers and 
national minorities with the region’s Arab masses, in 
struggle against the U.S. and its tools in Israel and 
the Gulf states. Iran’s rulers cannot lead such a fight. 
Whatever credentials they may have won for standing 
up to the imperialists, their oppressive clericalism and 
nationalist outlook are poison to Iranian workers and 
oppressed people in the region. While standing forth-
right for Iran’s defense, revolutionaries must put for-
ward an internationalist strategy that can link the fight 
for liberation in the Middle East to the class struggle 
in the U.S. and other capitalist powers. Down that road 
lies the ultimate defeat of the imperialists and all their 
agents and proxies. n
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WORKERS HAMMER

The following was issued 

as a Spartacist supplement 

on 16 March. 
From the mainstream media 

to YouTubers and the revolu-

tionary left, there is growing 

unanimity that the U.S.-Israeli 

offensive against Iran will end 

in defeat. As communists, we 

strive for such an outcome 

and firmly stand in defense 

of Iran against the ongoing 

imperialist attack. However, it 

is precisely because we have a 

militant stance in this conflict 

that we must warn against the 

danger of complacency.

All the way back to Octo-

ber 2023, we have been told 

by countless analysts that 

Israel has no off-ramp, that 

it will run out of ammuni-

tion, that it will collapse from 

within. But none of this has 

happened. Israel and the U.S. 

have dictated the tempo of 

events. They have launched 

increasingly aggressive offen-

sives and paused them when convenient. The Axis of Resist-

ance has fought back, but it has constantly been on the back 

foot, leading to multiple setbacks and a weakening position.

While the latest round of clashes is taking place at a higher 

level of intensity, nothing so far shows a fundamental change in 

the strategic orientation of the respective parties. Why should 

we have any confidence that this time the Islamic Revolution-

ary Guard Corps (IRGC) will fight on until it inflicts a major 

strategic defeat on the U.S. and Israel?

We cannot once again rely on the Axis of Resistance or on 

the promise of future political discontent in the West. The left 

and anti-imperialist forces must put their own strategy for-

ward, one that opposes the current onslaught but also provides 

a real path to throwing the U.S. out of West Asia.

A new paradigm

The first thing to understand is that the world we live in today 

is not that of the early 2000s. In 2003 Bush and Blair went to 

great lengths to diplomatically justify their attack against Iraq. 

Today, Trump and Netanyahu couldn’t care less. It is not so 

much the personalities of the leaders that have changed. Rather, 

it is the political era that is now fundamentally different.

After decades of relative stability, the world is now enter-

ing a dangerous downward spiral in which the U.S. is acting 

with ever-growing aggression and irrationality to maintain 

its hegemony. On a regional scale, this is the course Israel 

has followed since October 7, 

launching increasingly rash 

attacks on countries through-

out the region.
To get a sense of what this 

new era will look like, we must 

look further back than the 

wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 

and even the bloody conflicts 

of the Cold War, to World War 

II, when the entire world was 

plunged into an infernal cycle 

of mass slaughter and destruc-

tion. This is what happens 

when imperialist powers are 

pushed into a corner. This is 

the prospect the future holds.

But this does not mean that 

we are on a straight line to 

World War III or that the U.S. 

will be ready to wage total war 

against Iran. There will be 

resistance and setbacks on this 

road. Rather, it means we are 

in a world where the general 

trend is toward a rising level of 

violence and economic chaos.

But despite all the speeches 

about the end of the rules-

based order, many commenta-

tors still look at the war with Iran through an old lens. They 

underestimate the degree to which the U.S. rulers will be ready 

to accept economic chaos and the suffering of their own people. 

What would have been unacceptable a few years ago is now 

viewed as the necessary price to pay to keep the world under 

the American boot. With this new paradigm, we cannot assess 

the outcome of a war simply through electoral results, symbolic 

victories and short-term economic disruption. We must look at 

the balance of forces among the parties, their internal coherence 

and their resolve to fight.

U.S.-Israeli war aims

Every commentator under the sun has complained that 

Trump has no clear objective and is constantly changing his 

narrative. His administration is truly incompetent. However, it 

is wrong to think that the U.S. and Israel do not have a clear 

strategic objective in this war. Long before October 7, Israel, 

aided by the U.S., has been clear that it seeks to roll back Ira-

nian power in the region and eliminate it as a counterweight. 

The current war is simply a continuation of this campaign.

Whether in Gaza, Syria, Lebanon or now Iran, the Israelis 

have pursued their objective by assassinating their enemies, 

degrading their military capacities and grinding the entire 

social fabric of Israel’s rivals into the ground. Unlike the 

Iraq and Afghan wars, for which the U.S. devoted significant 

resources toward establishing puppet regimes, there is no such 

From mainstream press to YouTubers, all proclaim 

imminent US defeat. We warn against danger of 

complacency.
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